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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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Under the provisions of Section 1 19 of 35 U.S.C., Applicant hereby claims the benefit of 
Japanese Application No. 1 1-269552 filed in Japan on September 22, 1999, relating to the above- 
identified United States patent application. 

In support of Applicant's claim for priority, a certified copy of said Japanese application 
is attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 

Beveridge, DeGrandi, Weilacher & Young 
Intellectua^ProperJy Group 

By:_ 



Robert GyWeilacher, Reg. No. 20,531 
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 659-2811 
Fax: (202)659-1462 
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